
         

 
 

Making Spirits Bright   November - January  

The Event 
This annual tradition offers friends, families, and community groups a delightful destination to gather and celebrate the holiday 
season.  Grounded in the natural beauty of winter, it is a welcoming venue for diverse traditions, for families, and individuals of 
all age groups.  It provides an opportunity for people to connect along creative interests and at the same time, enjoy some age-
old traditions.  The wide variety of exhibits, entertainment, workshops and activities draws nearly 37,000 visitors to this highly 
anticipated season at the Arboretum. 
 

This year, visitors will be greeted by a 20’ Poinsettia Tree in the center of the Oswald Visitor and wowed by a stunning array of 
living wreaths.  Beginning at the base of the staircase in the Oswald Visitor Center and following a path all the way to the 
restaurant, visitors will find themselves surrounded by an enchanting Candyland full of gingerbread, gumdrops, peppermint 
sticks and other delectable winter wonderland treats.  A mini-outdoor lighting display just outside the Oswald Visitor Center 
invites visitors out for a short walk in nature and the natural elements. 
 

Activities include a Messiah Sing-Along Concert with the Minnetonka Symphony, photos with Santa, a holiday kids shop, a 
greeting card workshop, a wreath and garland decorating workshop, an urn and holiday pot decorating workshop, and a natural 
ornament workshop.   
 

The Setting 
Set indoors and out, Making Spirits Bright showcases the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum with brightly colored displays, living 
displays and twinkling lights.  It invites visitors to come in out of the breathtaking tranquility of winter to enjoy a warm cup of 
cocoa by the fireplace, surrounded by magical, whimsical, enchanting décor in the company of family and friends.   
 

The Audience 
The event attracts individuals of all ages, community groups large and small, extended families and small groups of close friends.  
The average visitor is between the ages of is 35-64.  74% of them have a college or a graduate degree, 92% of them own their 
own home and nearly half of them have an income of over $100,000 annually. 
 

The Opportunity 

Corporate sponsors receive unique opportunities to be directly connected to highly educated, affluent customers who are 
coming to the Arboretum for holiday entertainment.  This group of visitors feels a strong affinity for the Arboretum and for the 
companies who support the Arboretum.  In addition to benefits such as increased visibility and brand recognition, sponsorship 
demonstrates an important commitment to the environment and to the conservation of plants and the natural world.   
 

Sponsorship Levels 
Presenting Sponsor $20,000 
Major Sponsor  $10,000 
Supporting Sponsor $5,000  

Exhibit Element  $2,500-4,000                           


